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I am Mark Wolfe, Executive Director for the Texas Historical Commission and the State Preservation 
Officer.  

Thank you Gov. Abbott for inviting us today to honor an organization whose service to the Texas 
Historical Commission and our state’s preservation community truly exemplifies the ideals this award 
represents. 

At THC, we’re fortunate that our elected officials understand the importance of preserving Texas’ 
historical and cultural resources. They ensure that all Texans, from those born here to the many 
generations to come, will have the opportunity to experience the real places and stories that made 
Texas the great state it is today. 

The Texas Land Title Association’s tireless support for the preservation and conservation of Texas’ 
historic courthouses benefit all Texans, both culturally and economically. When we preserve our 
courthouses and other precious state historic resources, we generate significant economic benefit to 
our state and residents. 

Restoring a courthouse is not unlike restoring a classic car. Their beauty comes from older materials and 
techniques that are challenging to replace and maintain, and only those with special training can 
authentically preserve what made them special when they were built. 

Thanks to TLTA, the THC’s Texas Courthouse Stewardship Program provides post-restoration training to 
dozens of formerly restored courthouses throughout the state. From window restorations, preventive 
maintenance, and masonry work, the annual Texas Courthouse Stewardship Workshops give local 
facility managers the strategies to handle every aspect of maintaining their respective courthouses. 

For a decade, this partnership has allowed us to host these workshops in Austin. Starting in 2015, their 
sponsorship has allowed us to host regional workshops throughout the state, from Marshall to Amarillo. 

I speak of the entire Commission and staff when I extend to TLTA our heartfelt congratulations and 
gratitude for their invaluable support to historic preservation in Texas. The Governor’s Award recognizes 
these leaders and gives them the credit they are due. 

Now I want to turn this over to another of our state’s leaders in historic preservation – the THC’s 
Chairman, John Nau III. 


